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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entiUed to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



Clainfis 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by Browne et al 
(US 6,642,939). 
[claims 1, 8, & 9] 

In regard to Claims 1, 8, and 9, Browne et al discloses a recording/reproduction apparatus and 
method comprising: 

• A information recording means for recording proper information to be recorded 
including information on the time and date of recording on a recording medium 
from the recording starting point of said recording medium in the order of time 
and date of recording (Figure 1 shows the recording/reproducing apparatus while 
Figure 6 shows the programs recorded with such information as title, time, date, 
length, etc.); 



• Recording capacity determining means forjudging if said recording medium has a 
remaining recording capacity sufficient for recording said information to be 
recorded (Figure 6 shows in the upper right hand comer a "Free Prorgam Memory 



states.. 
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4.75 HRS" thereby determining the remaining recording capacity and judge 
which remains with what programs are currently recorded or deleted); 

• An oldest information detecting means for detecting one or more than one pieces 
of information having the oldest time and date of recording out of the plurality of 
pieces of information recorded on said recording medium (Figure 3 element 301 
shows a Program erasure which allows for the oldest programs to be erased 
depending on date, viewed or selected); and 

• Recording control means for controlling the operation of recording information 
not recorded on said recording medium in the recording area of said recording 
medium storing said one or more than one pieces of information having the oldest 
time and date of recording as detected by said oldest information detecting means 
if the information not recorded on said recording medium is supplied and said 
recording capacity determining means judges that said recording medium does not 
have said remaining recording capacity (Figure 3 shows the program erasure 
selection of oldest programs to be erased as well as the conparison of allocation 
of space as seen in 305a in determining if the oldest program will be deleted and 
further described on Pages 18-21). 

[claims 2 & 14] 

In regard to Claims 2 and 14, Browne et al discloses a recording/reproduction apparatus and 
method comprising: 

• An erasure prohibiting means for specifying the predetermined one or more than 
one pieces of information recorded by said information recording means on said 
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recording medium for prohibition of erasure (Figure 6 allows the user to lock a 
program which allows for the show not to be deleted); 
• Recording control means being adapted to so control the information recording 
means as to cause it to record the information not recorded on the recording 
medium in the recording area on the recording medium storing one or more than 
one pieces of recorded information having the oldest time and date of recording 
except the predetermined one or more than one pieces of recorded information 
specified by the erasure prohibiting means (Figure 1 shows an optional storage 
104b which can be adapted to record items not recorded on the storage medium 
104a as further described on Page 11). 



[claims 3, 10, 11,& 15] 

In regard to Claim 3, 10, 11, and 15, Browne et al discloses a recording/reproducing apparatus 
and method comprising: 



• A time and date of recording changing means for changing the information on the 
time and date of recording accompanying the predetermined one or more than one 
pieces of information recorded by said information recording means on said 
recording medium (Figures 4a-4c allow for changing of program information such 
as: date (4a-4b) and time (4c)). 



[claims 4, 5, 6, & 7] 

In regard to Claims 4, 5, 6, and 7, Browne et al discloses a recording and reproducing apparatus 
and method comprising: 
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• An additional information recording means for recording information on an 
additional recording medium (Figure 1 optional storage 104b); 

• Specification canceling means for canceling the specification of the 
predetermined one or more than one pieces of recorded information for 
prohibition of erasure as specified by the erasure prohibiting means (Figure 5e 
shows the canceling and overriding of one program when a conflict occurs); 

• Record control means being adapted as to control the information recording 
means when a piece of information not recorded on the recording medium is 
supplied and it is determined by the recording capacity determining means that 
the first recording medium does not have a remaining recording capacity 
sufficient for recording and information to be recorded to cause the information 
recording means to reproduce the one or more than one pieces of information 
stored on the recording medium with the oldest time and date of recording as 
detected by the oldest information detecting means out of the recording area of 
the recording medium to be used for recording the information not recorded on 
the recording medium and record the reproduced information on the recording 
medium (Figure 6 shows the recording control of programs. It is shown if free 
program memory as well as a method for sending the program to the optional 
storage medium); 

[claim 12] 

In regard to Claim 12, Browne et al discloses a recording/reproduction apparatus and method 
comprising a display section for displaying the one or more than one pieces of recorded 
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information with the oldest time and date of recording as detected by the oldest information 
detecting means except with one or more than one pieces of recorded information specified by 
the erasure prohibiting means (Figure 3 element 301 shows a Program erasure which allows for 
the oldest programs to be erased depending on date, viewed or selected), 
[claim 13] 

In regard to Claim 13, Browne et al discloses a recording/reproducing apparatus and method 
comprising determining and detecting steps as previously disclosed in Claim 1 , with the 
additional limitation of recording updating step of recording information not recorded on the 
recording medium in the recording area of the recording medium storing said one or more than 
one pieces of information having the oldest time and date of recording as detected in the oldest 
information detecting step if the information not recorded on the first recording medium is 
supplied and it is judged in the recording capacity determining step that the recording medium 
does not have the remaining recording capacity (Figure 6 shows the various recordings while #1 
is shown not to be recorded but is used for determination of the free program memory and 
further explained on Pages 25-26). 
[claim 16] 

In regard to Claim 16, Browne et al discloses a recording/reproducing method wherein a pieces 
of information not recorded on the recording medium is supplied and it is determined in the 
recording capacity determining step that the recording medium does not have a remaining 
recording capacity sufficient for recording the information to be recorded, the one or more than 
one pieces of information stored on the recording medium with the oldest time and date of 
recording as detected in the oldest information detecting step are reproduced out of the recording 
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area of the first recording medium to be used for recording the information is recorded on the 
recording medium in the recording updating step (Figure 3 shows the storage allocation 305a if 
that fills up then programs determined by the user will be deleted whether it be the oldest, oldest 
viewed, or only selected programs and further described on Pages 19-21). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not reUed upon are considered pertinent to appUcant's 
disclosure. The following is considered of significant interest to the appUcation: 

• Otana (6,636,688); 

• Sumitaetal (6,58 1,207); 

• Valloneetal (6,642,939); 

• Wood etal (6,324,338); 

• Sawanda (6,085,262); and 

• Stebblings et al (5,325,238). 

Contact Fax Information 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

703.208.6306 (for formal communication intended for entry) 
703.308.5359 (for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" 
or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, 
VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist), 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Jamie J, Vent whose telephone number is (703) 305-0378. 
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If any attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiners supervisor, 
Christopher Kelley, can be reached at (703) 305-4856, 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http: //pair-direct, uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Miss Jamie Vent 
05/25/2004 



